
IT’S NEVER TOO LATE
TO START LIVING YOUR DREAM

PRACTICAL STEPS FROM CREATIVE PROFESSIONALS



Whenever strangers ask me about my job, I almost laugh when I say 
that I am a Lifestyle Blogger and Photographer. I cannot believe that is 
my job title! I like to say that I fell into blogging. I started it as a hobby, 
loved the process, challenged myself to keep growing, and then found 
myself at a point where I could & needed to go full-time. What many 
people don’t see was the 6 years of blogging on the side before I took 
the leap to go full time. It was a lot of learning and hard work on the 
side while I still worked full time, invested in my marriage, and kept up a 
social life. It got to the point that something had to go and that is when I 
went full time as a blogger. 

- Elizabeth Mayberry, Oak & Oats

Every Journey has a Beginning ... 

I worked the 9-5 for most of my twenties and settled into that kind of 
being my story. It took God shoving me into the arms of this persistent 
guy, who is now my amazing husband, and whisking me into the 
military spouse life where nothing is controlled and change is the only 
constant. I’ve learned to just make the best of it no matter where I go. 
I’ve also learned to be ok with my dreams and passions ebbing and 
flowing through different attitudes and to just roll with what season I’m 
walking through.

- Amy Murray, A Loved Life
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From the hearts of...



TELL US WHAT 
IT TOOK FOR 

YOU TO START 
LIVING OUT 

YOUR DREAM? 



My dream was to be a photographer... 
I was in High School - taking really bad photos on 
a little Sony camera- about to purchase my first 
BIG camera. I had a few sessions booked for $40 
from some friends in high school. Their parents 
thought that was a little expensive, but they gave 
me a $40 chance. That started me on a pretty 
amazing path. It took me YEARS of failing to get to 
where I am now but I’m so thankful I kept push-
ing, learning and trying. I honestly believe feeling 
like a failure comes with the territory. Don’t dwell 
on that feeling though. Grow from it, move past it, 
create art that makes you proud. 

Ashley   

When I started Finding Beautiful 
Truth... 

I had BIG dreams of turning my site into a 
full-time gig. At the time, I wasn’t sure how to do 

this or what the process would look like. 
The blogging industry was a completely different 

world in 2011.

The first few years were filled with small wins and 
minor steps towards accomplishing my goal… 

Over time, I started seeing my hard work pay off. 
Within a couple of years, I was landing 

sponsorships that were big enough to pay the 
bills. Success didn’t come over night, and I’m still 

actively working on my actionable steps now that 
my blog is my full-time job. Just like they say, good 

things don’t come easy—it’s always a grind. Aubry



Say Yes to new writing 
opportunities
Using my words in an impactful and inspiring way 
has always been a dream of mine. Since I was in 
elementary school, I pursued opportunities that 
allowed me to share a good message with others. 
It wasn’t until I had my first son and left my 
nine-to-five job that I decided to pursue this 
dream seriously. 

My first step was to say “yes” to new writing 
opportunities and actively put my voice out into 
“the interwebs.” I sent submissions to twenty-
some publications, emailed podcast pitches all 
over and began working with a writing coach. 
After three years of learning and putting in the 
work, I have the sweetest online community of 
women pursuing deep friendships with their 
people, an online shop and paid public speaking 
engagements.

Bailey

Stop listening to fear and the what  
ifs...

One of the biggest things that impacted my ability 
to start living out my dream was to stop listening 
to fear and the “what if’s” inside my head. In the 

beginning I wouldn’t even say that I was 
confidently chasing my dream to be the artist and 

business owner I am today, because to be 
completely honest the thought of doing that was 
overwhelming to me. But then one day I realized 

the only thing that was holding me back from 
chasing my dream was myself. That was the day 
everything shifted for me, because that was the 

day I began to quiet those doubts and fears with 
practical applications and the acknowledgment 

that I would do everything I could to fight for my 
dream, even if I failed daily while I learned how to  

run a business and be the best artist I could be.  Kendra



WHAT 
ENCOURAGEMENT 
WOULD YOU GIVE 
TO OTHERS THAT 
ARE STRUGGLING 

TO TAKE THE FIRST 
STEP? 



It is okay for your dreams to shift .
It is okay to not know 100% of the details of your 
path, and it is okay to take the terrifying leap of 
faith towards pursuing something you don’t have 
a name for at the start. You don’t need to ask 
permission from anyone to break out from the 
mold or the “status quo” that you see associated 
with the dream you’re chasing. You have a voice, a 
skill set, and a way of doing things that is uniquely 
yours. 

Stacia

Following our dreams will always 
include risks...

When it comes to pursuing our dreams, there are 
two things that are very important to remember. 

The first thing to remember is the best dreams 
are the ones that are never fully achieved. That 

sounds discouraging but, you don’t want to 
achieve everything you’ve hoped for at 35. We 

want a lifetime of ministry serving our people and 
bearing good fruit. I hope I am still speaking into 

women the same way I am today at age eighty.

The second thing to remember is answering the 
Holy Spirit’s nudges when they come. I felt God 
leading me here and saying “yes” to things that 
were new to me has made me a more dynamic 

leader. Following our dreams will always include 
risks but, they are the kind of risks God wants 
us to take so we can lean on Him for wisdom, 

strength and perseverance. 
Bailey



Learning can feel less than 
glamorous...
If you’re waiting for the right moment to start, 
stop waiting. Take a look at people that are 
successful in the way you want to be successful, 
then start there. For me, it was taking friends on 
sessions for practice.  Even though they were free 
sessions- I was learning with each and every 
session. Learning can feel less than glamorous 
but it’s a process, so don’t get frustrated with how 
slow it can feel!  

Ashley

Let blogging be a journey
So often I am asked how to get into blogging. The 

answer quite simply is to START. You just have to open 
up a free blogger account or hop onto wordpress with 

cheap hosting and just go for it. See what you write 
about. See what you like to write about. Let blogging 

be a journey. There is so much pressure to start 
perfectly but if you wait for that, you’ll never start. My 
blog looks NOTHING like it did the day I wrote my first 

post on the top bunk in a manor in Northern Ireland 
but that is okay! I’ve learned and grown on the way and 

it will always be a journey! 

Elizabeth



Taking the first step is the 
hardest ...
Taking the first step is the hardest and scariest 
part. I’m a believer, and praying for God’s 
guidance, strength, and clarity provided immense 
direction and peace. I also had a lot of motivation 
to get out and take a risk, because I was unhappy 
where I was and knew I had to make a change for 
the sake of my mental health, marriage, and over-
all quality of life.  

Jenna

Embrace your becoming
My journey has taken far more turns than I would 

prefer, or even want to admit to, haha. I had to 
learn to embrace each turn in my journey and I 

had to learn that those changes were more about 
who I was becoming and less about 

my circumstances. 

Starting your journey, changing your life, 
making a move, switching careers, anything 

really... is just about putting one foot in front of 
the other. You don’t have to have everything 

figured out.

Don’t be afraid to make changes in your life when 
things aren’t working.  Embrace the risk when 

you’re ready to move forward. Remember you 
don’t have to know what’s next. You simply have 

to be willing to take the next step.
Samantha



WHAT ARE 
PRACTICAL 
STEPS THAT 

REALLY MADE A 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR YOU? 



Put Yourself Out There
Join a meet-up, look up some local hobby groups that 
you like, join a local Facebook page, just start meeting 
other creatives. 

Make the Unordinary Ordinary 
Switch up your routine, try something new, be ok with 
things not going according to plan. It will do your soul 
good. 

Be Okay with Finding Yourself 
Whatever this ends up looking like for you. Take some 
workshop classes, go to that conference, enjoy the 
play, eat alone, stay out too late getting to know 
someone, etc. It will be a journey that can be really 
challenging at times and can change over the years, 
but I promise it will be worth it. Amy

Stand out
Don’t let the expectations of the world pigeonhole you 

into a space that steals the joy from your dream. Stand 
out. Own the voice that is yours. Find what makes you 

unique and live in that space. 

Your dreams are worth the risk...
It will not always be easy. You will need a support 

group. You will have triumphs, and you will have tough 
days. But keep taking both the practical and the daring 
steps. Dreams are built moment by moment, one step 

at a time, inching forward even after a day of feeling 
like you’re sliding backward. 

Break it down to actionable steps, and then break 
those down to bite size tasks. Celebrate every step 

forward and if the world starts to drown out your 
uniqueness, turn to that support group that can 

remind you who you are and why you’re pursuing this 
dream. You can do it; all you have to do is start. Stacia



Start
You have to start somewhere. Take one step toward 
your dream.

Explore
Explore and try to things. See what you like and what 
you don’t like. Figure out what works for you.

Commit
Commit to doing it! Not everything will be easy and 
fun but if you want to get there, you have to commit to 
putting in the work! 

Elizabeth

Create
Create consistent, high quality content. For me, this 

also meant investing in my work when necessary 
(hiring a photographer, renting a studio space, etc.)

Start
Start building online relationships with both brands 

and other creators to establish a recognizable brand as 
well as an influence among followers/potential 

followers.

Attend
Attend local/national events to become friends with 

other bloggers in your physical and online 
communities. This was (and still is!) key to maintaining 

a good support system in the industry.

Aubry



Commit
Commit to something that will put your dream into 
motion. For me, that looked like getting my business 
license. It felt scary, but the moment I did it I started 
looking at my artwork and business with a new sense 
of confidence and a “no going back now,” attitude.

Create a schedule
There are days where you aren’t going to be motivated 
or be as excited to go after your dream with the same 
enthusiasm you might have had at the beginning. 
Creating a schedule keeps you focused and in constant 
pursuit of your dreams and goals.

Trust yourself
I promise it may be one of the most important things. 
You need to trust that your business or journey to 
accomplish your dream will be uniquely YOURS! 

Kendra

Make a list and explore
I made a list of ideas of things I might be interested in 

pursuing. 

I explored the options on my list. For example, I visited 
a girl in my hometown who owned a modern 

home-based tutoring business. After visiting with her, I 
realized that was probably not the direction I need to 

go. I then emailed with floral designers across the 
country to ask them questions, I watched videos of 

floral design techniques online, etc. I did a lot of 
research on my own. It was time-consuming, but 

important. I asked my best friends and husband what 
they thought, and I did a counseling session at my 

church. Both were extremely helpful and I am 
grateful for their feedback. In the end, though, you 
have to make your own decisions. Even if someone 

tells you that your dream doesn’t make sense, but you 
feel in your heart that it is the right thing, then you 

have your answer.

Jenna



Be Confident . Be You.

Its about who you are becoming...
It’s not about the beginning,  it’s not about the 
middle, it’s not even the about the end. It’s about 
the journey. 

The path of your journey most likely won’t even be 
straight. It will be full of twist and turns. Lefts and 
rights. 

What’s most important is who you are becoming 
through the journey. So let go of the idea that it 
has to be perfect. Let go of the fear of failure, 
it’s through failure that you will become who you 
are meant to be.

Step in to who you are becoming.

xo, Samantha


